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REPORT ON THE STATE OF THE 



A COPY of Report made to the Board of Guardians of the Castlebar 
Union, on the 20th day of April, by Dr. Ronayne , Medical Superintendent 
of the Union, relative to the State of the Workhouse. 



To the Vice-Chairman of the Board of Guardians of the Castlebar Union. 
Sir, 

As the continued overcrowded state of this workhouse is calculated to prove 
not only detrimental to the health of the inmates, but dangerous to their lives, 
I feel it my duty respectfully to bring this important matter again under the 
consideration of the Board of Guardians. 

On Saturday, week ending 6th of April, there were 1,227 inmates in this 
workhouse, exclusive of all the auxiliary workhouses, and of this number 132 
persons of those admitted on the previous Thursday and Friday remained in the 
probationary wards, and 57 of them continued in this ward, male bath-room, 
up to Wednesday night, 10th of April, without any change of linen or clothes, 
and without any other bed than straw, and without any bed-clothes whatever, 
but wearing day and night the tattered rags they had on their persons before 
admission. 

On. Thursday, the 11th of April, 234 paupers were admitted, of whom 136 
remained in the probationary ward ; and, as their state after being admitted seems 
calculated to increase very considerably the risk to be apprehended from over- 
crowdedness, I beg to submit to the Board the condition in which I found them 
at the different periods stated. 

April the lltli, Thursday night, 9 o’clock. — Probationary ward, No. 2 (bath- 
room) : both doors and hinged portion of windows closed. Ward measures 
22 feet, by 14 feet ; but a bath and boiler (permanent fixtures on the floor) occupy 
35 feet of its surface ; boiler without a lid, diffusing its steam throughout the 
room, together with the respiration of its overcrowded inmates (136 persons), and 
the exhalation from their compressed and ragged bodies, rendered the air of the 
apartment offensive, sickening and oppressive. Children screaming for drink ; 
women stated they had to give them some of the warm water out of the boiler 
to allay their thirst; six of them were infants on the breast. No beds nor 
straw, nor bed-clothes, nor water for drinking in the ward ; no water in pipes. 

April the 12th, Friday night, 8 o’clock. Number of inmates 122, divided 
between male and female bath-rooms j a scanty supply of straw for some of 
them ; no bed-covering. 

April the 13th, Saturday night, half-past 8 o’clock. — Number of inmates in 
male and female bath-rooms, 122 persons. No beds, not even straw, for the 
night ; no bed-clothes ; all wearing their own tattered rags day and night ; 
some of them stretched on the earthen floor of the ward, and many of them in 
the sitting posture, holding their children in their arms and laps, and begging 
for as much straw as they might rest their children in. There were 40 of them 
in the female bath-room, and 82 of them in the male bath-room, without a seat 
on which to sit or rest during the day, or a bed, or even straw, on which to lie at 
night. Within six feet of the window of this ward is the privy, without a drop- 
lid ; night-soil flowing over level of drop, and the floor of the privy covered with 
the same. To the noxious and offensive exhalation issuing from this surcharged 
cesspool of human ordure, 52 broken panes in the window afforded so many 
unobstructed passes, and which, diffusing itself through the ward, renders the 
air, already vitiated by its overcrowded, filthy and ragged inmates, foul, fcetid 
and pestilential. 

April the 14th, Sunday night, half-past 9 o’clock. — Number of inmates in both 
bath-rooms, 116 persons ; night very wet and cold ; no beds nor bed-covering ; 
no straw for the night ; stench from ward and privy intolerably offensive. 

April 
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April the 19tn. — No. 1 Male Probationary Ward occupied by 74 children and 
four women ; only one form, 9 feet long, in the room ; all the children seated 
on the floor ; yard small, narrow and confined, only 32 feet by 22 feet in its 
longest and widest part ; yard generally not supplied with water ; privy within 
20 feet of entrance door. 

No. 2 Male Probationary (bath-room), 22 feet by 14 feet, occupied by 69 
persons, without a change of linen or clothes, but wearing their own tattered 
and filthy rags night and day since their admission on the 11th of April. No 
seat or form in the ward on which they might sit or rest. 

No. 1 Female Probationary, occupied by 34 girls and one wards-woman ; 
yard narrow and confined ; privy without a drop-lid, within 20 feet of door. 

No. 2 Female Probationary (bath-room), 22 feet by 14 feet, occupied by 78 
paupers, which leaves to each person, after allowing 35 feet for bath and boiler, 
about 3-g feet of surface for day and dormitory accommodation, a space which 
would seem incompatible with the healthful existence of human life. 

The number of inmates in this workhouse on Saturday last, week ending the 
13th of April, as per master’s “ State of the House,” was 1 ,278, to which is to be 
added 150 boys, being the average number of that class coming every morning 
from Auxiliary No. 2, and remaining until evening in this workhouse, which 
makes the number in this workhouse on Saturday last to be 1,428 persons, 
although the sealed order of the Poor Law Commissioners, for the better security 
of the health of the inmates of the workhouse “ orders and directs” that no more 
than 840 persons shall be relieved at any one and the same lime in the original 
workhouse, including the sheds on workhouse site, as set forth in the schedule 
to the sealed order annexed. 

As 48 persons of the above number of 1,428 were in the Fever Hospital on 
Saturday last, and as the Fever Hospital is not included in the “ sealed order ’’ 
of the Poor Law Commissioners, by deducting the 48 fever patients from 1,428 
inmates, there were 1,380 persons occupying a space which the “sealed order'” 
of the Commissioners directs should not be occupied by more than 840 persons 
at any one and the same time. 

From this statement of the condition of the inmates of this workhouse, it is 
obvious that they are exposed to admittedly the most frequent and prolific sources 
of dangerous contagious disease, overcrowdedness, filthy and foul air, and if the 
present excessive numbers be not speedily thinned, and afterwards restricted to 
the complement (840) directed by the sealed order of the Poor Law Commis- 
sioners, the most serious and fatal consequences to their health and lives may be 
apprehended. 

I have, &c. 

20 April 1850. (signed) P. Ronayne, m.d. 

I certify the above to be a true copy, 

(signed) B. J. Penrose, 

13 May 1850. Clerk of the Union. 
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